
Preface

Welcome to the Eleventh Midwest
Artificial Intelligence and Cognitive
Science Conference, MAICS-2000, at the
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville.

In the true spirit of cognitive science, this
year we are exploring the boundaries of the
concept midwest. Although some might
argue that Arkansas should not be a
member of the set of midwestern states,
this has been a great opportunity for us. It
is great in that we get to host the long-
running MAICS conference, but also in
that we have a reason for having
researchers from all of the "midwest" come
to see what a great university we have
here. We hope that you get an opportunity
to explore campus, including our newly
formed Department of Computer Science
and Computer Engineering, Department of
Philosophy, Department of Psychology, our
Center for Advanced Spatial Technologies
(CAST), and the Artificial Intelligence and
Robotics Laboratory. We hope you enjoy
yourselves!

Although MAICS has many traditions, this
year I decided try a couple of new ideas.
For example, I decided to invite a few
speakers to add a bit of icing to the
conference. To my great surprise, everyone
that I asked accepted! At first, I thought I
was in deep trouble. But I hope that the
additional ten talks from the experts in our
field will make this an excellent conference
for everyone, and an idea to consider for a
future MAICS tradition.

I would like to thank all of the people who
made this conference possible, including
everyone who submitted papers, the
reviewers, the invited speakers, the
program committee, the Center for

Continuing Education, and especially our
sponsors: Acxiom Corporation (David
Roland), the Graduate School (Collis
Geren), and the Fulbright College of Arts
and Sciences (John Hehr).

In fact, I would like to thank the reviewers
again for their incredible effort to review
the papers at light speed.

Finally, Antonio Badia, Gordon Beavers,
Chris Hill, Kim Jones, and Ted Krueger
did a wonderful job in helping me pull this
off.

Douglas S. Blank
MAICS Conference and Program Chair

Department of Computer Science and
Computer Engineering,

University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

http://csce.uark.edu/maics2000/
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