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Recent years have witnessed increased interest in modeling 
emotion and personality in cognitive, agent and robot 
architectures. Increasingly, the focus has been on exploring 
the role of affective factors in social behavior. These 
include emotions, moods, personality traits, and attitudes. 
Researchers and practitioners in areas such as social 
robotics, game development, affective HCI, and synthetic 
agents are increasingly recognizing the importance of these 
affective factors in developing believable, realistic and 
robust agents, and effective human-machine interfaces.  
 This symposium has several objectives: (1) promote 
interaction among researchers from a range of disciplines 
relevant to exploring the role of affective factors in social 
behavior; (2) provide a forum for presentation of on-going 
and emerging research in this area; (3) address the 
relationship between models of intrapsychic cognition-
emotion interactions, and models of social and behavioral 
manifestations of these interactions; and (4) begin to 
identify foundations for developing principled guidelines 
for model development and validation.  
 To address these objectives, the symposium brings 
together researchers from diverse relevant areas including 
affective computing, believable agents, game design, 
robotics, social computing, virtual reality, psychotherapy 
and the arts, to examine the roles of emotions, moods, 
personality traits and attitudes in mediating social behavior 
among biological and artificial agents. The symposium 
thus provides a forum for interdisciplinary interactions 
addressing fundamental issues in modeling affect and 
personality in social behavior.  
 The symposium builds upon earlier AAAI symposia that 
focused on emotion recognition and expression, models of 
emotion and cognition, and fundamentals of cognitive-
affective architectures (1998, 2001, and 2004). However, 
in contrast to the earlier symposia, the aim is to provide a 
forum for interdisciplinary interactions addressing the 
fundamental issues in modeling affect in social behavior.  
Several panels are planned to explore specific topics of 
interest. These include: “Engagement, Trust and Intimacy: 
Are these the essential elements for ‘successful’ interaction 
between human and a robot?” and “Artificial Agents for 
Psychotherapy.” 
 Particular issues and focus questions addressed during 
the symposium include the following:  
 
•  How do we understand the interactions between 
emotion, personality, and social behavior?  

•  What can they tell us about cognitive / cognitive-
affective architecture?  

•  How can we make compelling artificial characters?  
•  How can we make systems that facilitate social 

interaction among humans or among humans and 
artificial characters?  

•  How can considerations of affective factors contribute to 
more effective human-computer interaction in general?  

•  How do the intrapsychic cognition-emotion interactions 
manifest themselves at the interpersonal interaction 
level?  

•  Can we begin to define a repertoire of methods and 
techniques to build a foundation for more systematic 
approaches to design?  

•  What are the best approaches to developing the 
necessary knowledge-bases?  

•  What are the best data sources for architecture 
development and validation?  

•  How can we validate models and architectures?  
•  What are the emerging standards in affective artificial 

characters, robots and systems?  
 
This symposium would not have been possible without the 
collaboration of the other members of the program 
committee: Antonio Camurri (University of Genoa, Italy), 
Fiorella de Rosis (University of Bari, Italy), Gerry 
Matthews (University of Cincinnati, US), Andrew Ortony 
(Northwestern University, US), Ana Paiva (IST-Technical 
University of Lisbon and INESC-ID, Portugal), Rui Prada 
(IST-Technical University of Lisbon and INESC-ID, 
Portugal), and Helmut Prendinger (National Institute of 
Informatics, Japan). Thanks to all of them for their 
participation in the review process, and their suggestions 
and feedback on the symposium organization. Special 
thanks also to the AAAI symposia team for their excellent 
support and help.  
 For further information, please visit the symposium web 
site: psychometrixassociates.com/AAAI08.html  
 
 


