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Results and Discussion
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The model was assessed using fit indices which indicated 
that  the  proposed  relations  provide  a  satisfactory
approximation of the actual data, �2(1350) = 2450.27, p < .
001, CFI = .93, RMSEA = .035 with 90% CI [.033, .037], 
SRMR  =  .040.  The  standardized  path  coefficients  (see 
Table  1)  revealed  that  despite  their  decontextualized 
nature,  the  effects  of  personality  dimensions  were 
nontrivial.  Notably,  each  personality  dimension  had  a 
significant effect on at least one motive. In addition, a few 
personality factors had significant direct effects on certain 
usage patterns. This is despite the view under expectancy-
value approaches that personality is a distal  predictor of 
media  usage.  The  findings  show  that  personality  can 
contribute  to  a  meaningful  account  of  social  media 
participation. 

The significant relations between personality and other 
constructs were generally within the expectations of prior 
research  and  known  characteristics  of  the  personality 
dimensions.  Conscientiousness  had  a  moderately  strong 
negative  relation with escape which was expected  given 
that conscientiousness reflects tendencies for diligence and 
emotional  control.  Openness  to  experience  too  had  a 
negative  relation  with  escape.  Because  openness  to 
experience reflects  greater  likelihood to  explore  between 
alternatives,  individuals  reporting  higher  openness  are 
expected to see media usage as an active pursuit rather than 
a  pass  time.  This  is  consistent  with  the  finding  in  the 
present study that participants �������	�
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1��� found. Mischel 
and Shoda (1995) suggested that the relative contributions 
of personality and situational factors are activated by the 
configuration of features present in the situation. Pleasure, 
convenience and escape are motives  which focus on the 
experiential  aspect  of  usage.  But  unlike  escape, 
participants'  pleasure  and convenience  motives  are  more 
likely to be activated by the situation-specific features of 
the website (pull factors) than external circumstances (push 
factors)  that  may  be  more  attributable  to  individual 
dispositions.  This  difference  might  explain  the  weak 
predictability of personality on pleasure and convenience. 

Unsurprisingly,  openness  to  experience  which  is 
associated with more active usage and conscientiousness 
which  reflects  tendencies  for  diligence  and  emotional 
control were both negatively related to escape. The three 
Big  Five  factors  associated  with  relational  aspects  of 
personality 8 extraversion, neuroticism and agreeableness 
8 were all significantly related to informational learning 
which carries a social integrative dimension. The lack of 
significant relations between personality and involvement 
suggests  that  involvement  with  YouTube  was  largely 
situation-dependent.  This  reflects  the  nature  of 
involvement as cognitive and emotional consequences of 
prior engagement with YouTube.
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Application to User Profiling
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